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Education Centre

Schools and any other interested groups can
take advantage of the Education Centre (open by
arrangement with the caretaker). The interactive
display assists with understanding what factors
have impacted on the local native bush since its
formation, including industry and pests.

Activities
Camping, picnics, BBQ, playground, walking,
mountain biking.

Only 10 minutes drive to the nearest cafes,
supermarkets, movie theatre, ice skating rink,
aquatic centre, museums, art gallery and other
town attractions.
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Getting Here

11km from Gore, on a sealed road, sign posted
from SH94 and from Gore.

Events

The Moonshine Trail mountain bike/
running event is held annually

in February.
www.moonshinetrail.co.nz

Walks up Ships Cone (one of the high
peaks on private farmland) are held
over the Summer and begin from
Dolamore Park.
www.sportsouthland.co.nz

29 Civic Avenue, Gore 9710
PO Box 8, Gore 9740

Phone 03 209 0330
Fax 03 209 0357
Email infoldgoredc.govt.nz

www.goredc.govt.nz
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Dolamore Park Walks

All tracks starting from Dolamore Park
are relatively easy going. However good
footwear is essential as tracks can be
slippery in places after wet weather.
There are signposts to mark the way.

Whisky Creek Track Moderate
Time: 1-2 hr loop track
Start Point: Dolamore Park car park

After crossing the Waimumu Stream, turn right
along the boardwalk. This is wheelchair accessible.
At the junction with the Dolamore loop track, turn
right again, cross the bridge, and climb steadily to a
ridge, passing through podocarp hardwood forest.

A sign marks a turnoff to Poppelwells Lookout
where you will be rewarded with seats and a
chance to take in commanding views of the
Southland Plains. After returning to the main
track, follow it to Whisky Creek, where a short
side trip can be made to Whisky Creek Falls.

There is the option of returning to the car park via
the lan Gilchrist arboretum. In places you may see
pinky/red coloured rocks, which are the result of
an underground coalmine fire that burnt for
several years, heating the ground above.

The names Whisky Creek and Whisky Falls
originate from the days whenillicit whisky stills
flourished in the Hokonui Hills.

Mountain Biking

Hidden Valley Route
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Dolamore Loop Track
Time: 45 minutes return to lookout
Start point: Dolamore Park car park

Turn left after the bridge over the Waimumu
Stream onto a well formed track, which climbs
gradually through mixed podocarp hardwood
forest towards a ridge. After about 15 minutes,
a sigh marks a turn off towards a lookout point,
which on a clear day provides panoramic views
of the Southland Plains and even Bluff Hill and
Stewart Island.

Hidden Valley Route Moderate / hard

Time: 1 hr 30 minutes return
Footwear: tramping boots recommended
Start point: Whisky Creek car park (Domain Road)

Follow the Whisky Creek track north until it joins
the line of an old water race. Here the Hidden
Valley Route heads off to the right along the old
water race, crossing two streams.

The track follows the second stream for a short
distance before climbing steeply through bush to
an open grass and scrub glade. It then continues
down through the glade, meeting a track alongside
Whisky Creek.

Fantail Ridge / Sequoia Loop Track
Time: 30 min - 1 hour
Start point: Dolamore Park car park

This walk offers magnificent views of the Mataura
Valley. An alternative is to take either the Fantail
or Sequoia track and return via the Whisky Creek
track to the car park.

Gore MTB:

Scale approximate
|

Croydon Bush Road Walks

Moderate / hard (5 minutes drive from Dolamore Park)

Time: 1-2 hour return
Footwear: tramping boots recommended
Start point: Croydon Bush Road car park

There are three tracks, maintained by the Hokonui
Tramping Club, which eventually lead to East Peak
(620m), with great views, including over Gore.

Grants Knob Track

Head left up a well-defined track, which climbs
steadily through bush to Grants Knob. From here
there are views to Hedgehope Hill, Ships Cone, High
Peak and East Peak. For a longer tramp, follow the
sign that takes you down through bush and up to
Middle Ridge.

Middle Track

Turn right from the DOC sign, cross the creek and
walk up into the clearing. Turn sharply left into the
bush, and follow the track, climbing steadily up a
ridge and onto a rocky spine. Take your choice of
Grant’s or Richardson’s tracks to return.

Richardson’s Track

Instead of turning sharp left at the clearing (Middle
Track], climb over the fence into a paddock. Turn left
and proceed to the fence line, climb over a stile and
head towards the pine plantation. A steady climb
through bush leads into tussocks, eventually ending
at East Peak where there is a trig station.

Cross the above mentioned paddock and enter a
pine plantation on the northern side. The route goes
through the plantation, crosses a stream and goes
upstream into the native bush.

Dolamore Park and the Croydon Bush Scenic
Reserve are owned and managed by the
Gore District Council and Department of
Conservation respectively.



